
Let’s Talk!
Pedagogical uses of discussion in 
Distance Education



Overview & Goals

Discover what:
• Research says…
• Students say…
• You can do…
• Grading…



Themes from research literature

• DB increases interactivity 
Bannan-Ritland, 2002; Collins-Brown, 2001; Healey, 1998.

• DB builds learning community 
Brown, 2001; Cooper, 2000; Palloff & Pratt, 1999; Tiene, 2000

• DB provides opportunities for active learning 
& collaboration 

Klemm, 1997; Land & Dornisch, 2002; Landsberger, 2001



Themes from research literature, cont.

• DB creates student-content & and student- 
student interaction 

MacKnight, 2000; O’Sullivan, 2001; Rothermel, 2001

• DB helps learners construct knowledge; is 
constructivist & learner-centered 

Campos, 2001

Rationale for DB use: 
To create community and collaboration



What e-learning resources do students prefer to use?
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Learner Preferences With Respect To Online Content In A 
Mixed Mode Delivery Environment, Dr. J. Percival & Dr. B. 
Muirhead, University of Ontario Institute of Technology Can- 
Heit Conference, 2006



Tips & Examples, Assessment
• Please see handout



Contacts
• Keith Restine 940.898.3232 or 

krestine@twu.edu
• Alli Peterson 940.898.3486 or 

apeterson@twu.edu
• Heidi Ashbaugh 940.231.3673 or 

hashbaugh@twu.edu
• Robin Bartoletti 940.231.4956 or 

rbartoletti@twu.edu
• Tracey Mac Gowan 940.231.3498 or 

tmacgowan@twu.edu
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